“I Don’t Get the Trinity”

Sermon Reflection Questions - January 29, 2012
Sermon Series “God Questions: Real Questions - Authentic Faith”

We will spend the next two weeks looking at the most perplexing aspect of the
Christian faith, which is the doctrine of the Trinity. The doctrine of the Trinity has
often been a point of critique from those of other faiths or those wanting to poke
holes in the Christian faith. Even those within the faith often see the Trinity as an
embarrassment or something that is irrelevant to our daily lives and faith. This first
week we will look at the nature of the Trinity and seek to understand it (as best as
we can in a sermon). Next week we will focus on the relevance of the Trinity to our
faith and life.

1. When were you first introduced to the doctrine of the Trinity? What were the
ways you were taught to think about the Trinity?

2. One aspect of the Trinity is that there are traces of the Trinity in the Old
Testament. Read the following passages (Genesis 1:26-27, Daniel 3:24-25, Proverbs
8:22-31, Isaiah 9:6-7). How do you see elements of the Trinity shown in the Old
Testament?

3. How do you see in the passages, of the New Testament, listed below ways in
which the Trinity is both articulated and also how the Trinity functions in our lives
and in the world? (Titus 3:4-7, Matthew 28:18-20, Luke 1:35, Ephesians 3:14-16)

4. One objection to the concept of the Trinity is that Jesus and the Holy Spirit can’t
be God. But how do the following passages articulate for us how both Jesus and the
Holy Spirit are indeed God? (John 1:1-5, Acts 5:3-5) See the chart also on the second

page.

5. If the Father, Son and Holy Spirit are indeed all God then how do we say that we
worship one God and not three? Look at Deuteronomy 6:4, Mark 10:28-31

6. We have said that all analogies fall short; think of some of the analogies for the
Trinity (for example H20 being water, ice, steam or comparing it to members of a
family). How are those analogies helpful and where do they fall short? Using the
model on the second page point out where analogies are helpful and where they fall
short.

7. Take some time and pretend that you are explaining the Trinity to a new
Christian and dialogue with one another to see if you can find ways to “explain” the
Trinity.

8. Next week we will talk about why the Trinity is important. Take some time to
talk about what you think are the implications of the Trinity for our lives.
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Subordination

Modalism - Tri-Theism
Equality
Table #1
Attribute Father son Holy Spirit
Eternality Ps. 90:2 John 1:2, Rev 1:8 Heb 9:14
Power 1 Peter 1:5 2 Cor 12:9 Rom 15:19
Omniscience Jer 17:10 Rev 2:23 1 Cor 2:11
Omnipresence Jer 23:24 Matt 18:20 Ps 139:7
Holiness Rev 15:4 Acts 3:14 Acts 1:8
Truth John 7:28 Rev 3:7 1 John 5:6
Benevolence Rom 2:4 Eph 5:25 Neh 9:20
Creation of World Ps 102:25 Col 1:16 Job 26:13
Creation of Man Gen 2.7 Col 1:16 Job 33:4
Baptism of Christ Matt 3:17 Matt 3:16 Matt 3:16
Death of Christ Heb 9:14 Heb 9:14 Heb 9:14




